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Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is responsive to the amendment filed on May 1 7 th , 201 1 . Claims 
11-18, 31 -32, 34-44 and 50-56 are presented for the further examination. 

2. Examiner has withdrawn the previous Non-Final office action in view of remarks 
presented in the amendment and the prosecution, hereby, is reopened. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments see remarks, filed May 17 th , 2011, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 11-18, 31-32, 34-44 and 50-56 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Fukao et al. US 
Publication Number 2004/002491 2 A1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 12 

4. Claims 11-18, 31-32, 34-44 and 50-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement has been 
withdrawn. Examiner respectfully thanks applicant assigned representative for clarifying 
"user input" being a selection made for desired location and clarifying that "user input" is 
nothing more than making such selection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claims 11-18, 31-32, 34-44 and 50-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Goldberg et al. US Publication Number 2005/0160270 A1 
(hereinafter Goldberg) and Fukao et al. US Publication Number 2004/0024912 A1 
(hereinafter Fukao). 

As per claim 31, Goldberg discloses a method of playing media items, the 
method comprising: 

moving a first device [the user using the search unit, see paragraphs 0228-0229, 
see paragraphs 0233-0234 for search unit devices] operative to receive a wireless 
broadcast [see paragraph 0023-0024 for wireless broadcast] of at least one location ID 
[location id such as address, IP address and port [address] for IP based communication, 
see paragraph 0229, whereas broadcaster sends an ID via the broadcast unit] into a 
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range of a network [see paragraphs 0228-0229 for limited range between broadcaster 
and searcher] having connected thereto at least one second device [broadcaster, the 
user using the broadcast unit, see paragraphs 0228-0229] operative to wirelessly 
broadcast the at least one location ID [location id such as an IP address and port for IP 
based communication, see paragraph 0229, whereas broadcaster sends an ID via the 
broadcast unit] 

wherein the at least one location ID identifies location ID identifies a realm [see 
paragraphs 0221-0223 for search units can be members of another cluster, examiner 
interprets cluster as a realm] of which at least one second device is a member [see 
paragraph 0229 for "With this ID, the broadcast unit can either request the searcher to 
join, or can be receptive to the searcher when the searcher ... join local units within its 
wireless range... the broadcaster sends an ID via the broadcast unit 710 to the search 
unit 750. With this ID, the searcher unit can then make an attempt to connect with the 
broadcast unit 710..."]; 

receiving on the first device the at least one location ID [see paragraphs 0228- 
0229 for "the broadcaster sends an ID via the broadcast unit 710 to the search unit 750" 
on searcher]; 

receiving, on the first device, selecting [see paragraph 0228-0229 for selecting 
one broadcast unit from a number of broadcast units within an area] at least one desired 
location ID from the at least one location ID received [location id such as an IP address 
and port for IP based communication, see paragraph 0229, whereas broadcaster sends 
an ID via the broadcast unit]; 
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transmitting authentication information [see paragraph 0272 for transferred 
information such as IP address or passwords or other information that is required 
members to receive the signal, i.e. authorized members information, such information is 
transmitted openly in encrypted form] to the at least one second device for the at least 
one desired location ID [see paragraph 0272 for location id such as socket IP 
addresses, passwords or other information related to id] and 

receiving a list of members [see paragraph 0255 for list of personal IDs] of the 
realm identified [see paragraph 0252 for "The cluster IDs represent the personal ID's of 
other units 100 with which the search unit 750 has been previously associated in a 
cluster", and see paragraphs 0252-0253 for "the searcher was member of a particular 
cluster] by the at least one desired location ID. 

Goldberg is silent about transmitting user input being received at first device and 
list of devices that are member of the realm. 

Fukao teaches transmitting user input being received at first device, i.e. client 
device [see figure 16 with paragraphs 0113-0116 for receiving network device selection 
as an input in registration request and sending registration request to the device 
management server with user ID and complete the registration process] and receiving 
list of devices that are member of the realm [see figure 6-7 for data structure that 
reflects the list of group members registered in a group with figure 1 , see paragraphs 
0065-0066, for member list field for storing all members of the group and 0087-0091, 
01 66- 01 72 for joining group with device ID]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention is made to combine the teachings of Goldberg and Fukao to 
provide a method for sharing music from stored musical signals between a first user 
with a first music player device and at least one second registered or paired user with at 
least one second music player device whereas a users are sharing or listening music 
together. 

As per claim 32, Goldberg discloses transmitting one of a user name, a user 
identifier, a location identifier, and a password [see paragraph 0272 for location id such 
as socket IP addresses, passwords or other information that is required for a member to 
receive the signal]. 

As per claim 34, Goldberg discloses receiving on the first device the at least one 
location ID further comprises receiving a plurality of location IDs, and wherein selecting 
the at least one location ID further comprises selecting [see paragraph 0228-0229 for 
selecting one broadcast unit from a number of broadcast units within an area] one of the 
plurality of location IDs [see paragraph 0252 for "The cluster IDs represent the personal 
ID'S of other units 100 with which the search unit 750 has been previously associated in 
a cluster" , and see paragraphs 0252-0253 for "the searcher was member of a particular 
cluster]. 

As per claim 35, Goldberg is silent about receiving the list of devices associated 
the at least one location ID comprises receiving the list of devices associated with the at 
least one location ID from the at least one second device. 
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Fukao teaches receiving the list of devices associated the at least one location ID 
comprises receiving the list of devices associated with the at least one location ID from 
the at least one second device [see figure 6-7 for data structure that reflects the list of 
group members registered in a group with figure 1, see paragraphs 0065-0066, for 
member list field for storing all members of the group and 0087-0091, 0166- 0172 for 
joining group with device ID]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention is made to combine the teachings of Goldberg and Fukao to 
provide a method for sharing music from stored musical signals between a first user 
with a first music player device and at least one second registered or paired user with at 
least one second music player device whereas a users are sharing or listening music 
together. 

As per claim 37, Goldberg discloses selecting [see paragraph 0228-0229 for 
selecting one broadcast unit from a number of broadcast units within an area] at least 
one desired location ID, and controlling the selected device. 

Fukao teaches a device from the list of devices associated [see figure 6-7 for 
data structure that reflects the list of group members registered in a group with figure 1 , 
see paragraphs 0065-0066, for member list field for storing all members of the group 
and 0087-0091 , 01 66- 01 72 for joining group with device ID]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention is made to combine the teachings of Goldberg and Fukao to 
provide a method for sharing music from stored musical signals between a first user 
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with a first music player device and at least one second registered or paired user with at 
least one second music player device whereas a users are sharing or listening music 
together. 

As per claim 38, Goldberg discloses controlling the selected device further 
comprises causing the selected device to render at least a portion of a media item [see 
paragraphs 0142-0145 for playing the audio]. 

As per claim 39, Goldberg discloses controlling the selected device further 
comprises downloading a media item from the selected device [see paragraph 0337 for 
database retrieving the dance file from the storage]. 

As per claim 40, Goldberg discloses the first device comprises at least one of a 
PDA, a palmtop computer, a laptop computer, and a cellular telephone [see paragraphs 
0291-0292 forpc]. 

As per claim 44, Goldberg discloses the wide area network comprises the 
Internet. [0369 for wireless access point in connection of an Internet]. 

As per claim 50, Goldberg in view of Fukao discloses a method for playing media 
items as set forth in claim 31 as discussed above. 

In addition, Goldberg discloses selecting on the first device, a song to be played 
on the at least one second device [see figure 23 for user selecting a song from the 
display to play, see paragraph 0331]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention is made to combine the teachings of Goldberg and Fukao to 
provide a method for sharing music from stored musical signals between a first user 
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with a first music player device and at least one second registered or paired user with at 
least one second music player device whereas a users are sharing or listening music 
together. 

As per claim 51 , Goldberg in view of Fukao discloses a method for playing media 
items as set forth in claim 31-32, 34-35, 37-40 and 50 as discussed above. 

In addition, Goldberg discloses displaying on the first device [see paragraph 
0029 for both first and second device have displays which can display the identifier 
signal, paragraph 0236 for " a search unit 750 member can display either the total 
number of people with whom he has shared personal characteristics"], the plurality of 
location IDs received [location id such as an IP address and port for IP based 
communication, see paragraph 0229, whereas broadcaster sends an ID via the 
broadcast unit]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention is made to combine the teachings of Goldberg and Fukao to 
provide a method for sharing music from stored musical signals between a first user 
with a first music player device and at least one second registered or paired user with at 
least one second music player device whereas a users are sharing or listening music 
together. 

As per claim 52, Goldberg in view of Fukao discloses a method for playing media 
items as set forth in claim 31-32, 34-35, and 50-51 as discussed above. Claim 52 do not 
teach or further define over the limitation as recited in claims 31-32, 34-35, and 50-51. 
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Therefore, claim 52 is rejected under same rationale as discussed in claims 31-32, 34- 
35, and 50-51, supra. 

As per claim 53, Goldberg in view of Fukao discloses a method for playing media 
items as set forth in claim 31-32, 34-35, 37-40 and 50-52 as discussed above. 

In addition, Goldberg discloses displaying on the first device [see paragraph 
0029 for both first and second device have displays which can display the identifier 
signal, paragraph 0236 for " a search unit 750 member can display either the total 
number of people with whom he has shared personal characteristics"]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention is made to combine the teachings of Goldberg and Fukao to 
provide a method for sharing music from stored musical signals between a first user 
with a first music player device and at least one second registered or paired user with at 
least one second music player device whereas a users are sharing or listening music 
together. 

As per claims 54-55, Goldberg is silent about the list of devices is transmitted 
from a server operatively connected to the network through a wide area network. 

Fukao teaches the list of devices is transmitted from a server operatively 
connected to the network through a wide area network [see figure 6-7 for data structure 
that reflects the list of group members registered in a group with figure 1, see 
paragraphs 0065-0066, for member list field for storing all members of the group and 
0087-0091, 0166- 0172 for joining group with device ID and see figure 16 with 
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paragraphs 0113-0116 for network device sending registration request to the device 
management server with user ID and complete the registration process]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention is made to combine the teachings of Goldberg and Fukao to 
provide a method for sharing music from stored musical signals between a first user 
with a first music player device and at least one second registered user with at least one 
second music player device whereas a users are sharing or listening music together 
and monitoring or controlling the people that are sharing the music together. 

As per claim 56, Goldberg discloses the realm is a wireless local area network 
[see paragraph 0172 for short range wireless communication, paragraph 0229 for 
wireless range in broadcast transmission, paragraph 0321 for wireless communication 
and paragraphs 0369 for wireless access point in connection of an Internet]. 

As per claims 11-18, claims 11-18 do not teach or further define over the 
limitation as recited in claims 31-32, 34-35, 37-40, and 54-55. They do no teach or 
further define over the limitation as recited in claims 31-32, 34-35, 37-40, and 54-55. 
Therefore, claims 11-18 are rejected under same scope as discussed in claims 31-32, 
34-35, 37-40, and 54-55, supra. 

As per claims 41-43, claims 41-43 do no teach or further define over the 
limitation as recited in claims 31 -32, 34-35,37-40, 50, and 54-55. Therefore, claims 41- 
43 are rejected under same scope as discussed in claims 31 -32, 34-35, 37-40, 50, and 
54-55, supra. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See accompanying PTO 892 form. 

a. Dynamic Streaming Media Management by O'Rourke et al. US Patent 
Number 6,990,497 B2. 

b. Streaming Media Delivery on Multicast Networks for Network and Server 
Bandwidth Minimization and Enhanced Personalization by Weber et al. US 
Patent Number 7,020,71 0 B2. 

9. A shortened statutory period for reply to this non-final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. Failure to respond within the 
period for response will result in ABANDONMENT of the applicant (See 35 U.S.C 133, 
M.P.E.P 710.02,71002 (b)). 

Contact Information 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SAKET K. DAFTUAR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8363. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 3:30 pm M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/SAKET K DAFTUAR/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2451 



